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Facts About… 
  
Department of the Environment 

Sunshine Cleaners  

 
Site Location 
 
The Sunshine Cleaners site is a former laundry and dry cleaning facility located at 101 River Road situated 
in a predominantly residential area of southern Federalsburg, Caroline County.  The flat, rectangular 1.5-acre 
grassy site contains one 9,076 square foot building and the remnants of a small cinder block building.  
 
Site History 
 
The Sunshine Cleaners facility was identified in the June 2008, Maryland Dry Cleaners Initiative Report as a 
Level I Priority Dry Cleaner Initiative site.  Level I priority sites are defined as those operating for more than 
15 years in a designated wellhead protection area.  Dry cleaning operations at the Sunshine Cleaners facility 
began sometime prior to 1923, according to Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, through sometime in 1997.  The 
site is currently unused. 
 
Environmental Investigations 
 
On October 24, 2005 John D Hynes & Associates, Inc. completed the Report of Limited Subsurface 
Evaluation Services for the current property owner at that time to investigate subsurface conditions near a 
6,000 gallon heating oil underground storage tank (UST) and a 300 gallon gasoline UST.  Results from the 
chemical analyses of the soil samples collected detected low levels of diesel range organics (DRO) at 29 
mg/Kg, gasoline range organics at 420 µg/Kg and tetrachloroethene (PCE) at 21 µg/Kg.   
 
On October 24, 2006, in response to the removal on the USTs on site, MDE’s Oil Control Program (OCP) 
opened case number 07-0318CO.  During the tank removal, organic odors were detected from the bottom of 
the heating oil tank excavation.  The soil samples collected from the excavations were analyzed by Maryland 
Spectral Services, Inc.  Low levels of DRO at 14 mg/Kg and PCE at 21 µg/Kg were identified beneath the 
former 6,000 gallon heating oil UST.  As a result, the OCP case was closed on February 9, 2007. 
 
Inquiry of files from other MDE Administrations regarding this site revealed no orders, notices or 
complaints.  A file indicating “other environmental matters” from the Air and Radiation Management 
Administration is archived at MDE’s file storage facility in Jessup.  That file was not retrieved for review. 
 
Current Status 
 
MDE is currently conducting a Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection to determine if former dry cleaning 
operations on site have impacted the groundwater and soil on site and nearby surface water and sediment. 
 
Contact Person 
 
For additional information, please contact the Land Restoration Program at 410-537-3440.  
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